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Welcome to Festival
2026

We hope you are as excited as we are to delve into
Festival 2026. We have eight world premieres, as well as
our eagerly anticipated summer musical and
Shakespeare’s most popular comedy.

In the Festival Theatre are five shows with spectacle and
theatricality at their very heart. ‘The BFG’, ‘Magic’,
‘Atonement’, ‘My Fair Lady’ and ‘A Midsummer Night's
Dream’ will take us on a beautiful journey encompassing
puppetry, illusion, romance, music and mischief.

In the intimate Minerva, which allows us to see into
people’s heads and hearts, five new plays explore family
and our place in the world on a very human level: John
Morton’s wryly funny ‘Eclipse’; Hannah Patterson’s tense
‘45 Years’; Emily White’s humanely urgent ‘Atlantis’;
Stephanie Street’s unforgettable ‘a small and quiet light’;
and Nina Segal’s blistering ‘Antigone EXxits’.

All ask searching questions about ourselves and our
society, while often making us laugh too. They’ll be




brought to life by a superb group of directors, designers
and actors; keep an eye on our website and social media
for further casting updates.

Don’t forget to check out our events in The Nest on the
website.

December brings a welcome second chance to see the
enchanting ‘Hey! Christmas Tree’, and a sparkling musical
version of ‘Peter Pan’.

As we share our brand new season with you, no less than
six previous CFT productions are playing in London or
around the country. It's a powerful testimony to the quality
and appeal of the shows we make here that many go on to
delight audiences far beyond West Sussex. As the Official
London Theatre website put it, “Chichester Festival
Theatre has a strong record of West End transfers — and it

shows no signs of slowing down.”

We look forward to welcoming you.

Justin Audibert, Artistic Director

Kathy Bourne, Executive Director




Festival Theatre
9 March —11 April

A Chichester Festival Theatre, Royal Shakespeare

Company and Roald Dahl Story Company production

Roald Dahl’s

The BFG

Adapted by Tom Wells
With additional material by Jenny Worton

Gather your chiddlers to see Roald Dahl’'s beloved story
come to life this spring. This darkly comic and mischievous
new stage adaptation by Tom Wells (‘The Kitchen Sink’,
‘Jumpers For Goalposts’), with additional material by
Jenny Worton, is directed by former CFT Artistic Director,
current RSC Co-Artistic Director Daniel Evans, whose
Chichester productions included ‘Quiz’, ‘South Pacific’ and

‘Our Generation’.

One extraordinary night, a young orphan named Sophie is




snatched by a giant and taken far away to Giant Country.
There she learns that human-eating giants are guzzling
‘norphans’ the world over. But she soon discovers that her
new friend, the BFG, is different — he’s a dream-catching,
snozzcumber-munching gentle soul who refuses to eat

humans.

While other giants wreak havoc on the world, the BFG
ignites Sophie’s imagination, and they devise a daring
plan to save children everywhere. In the end, the smallest
human bean and the gentlest giant prove that a dream can

change the world.

Following a smash-hit run in Stratford-upon-Avon, this
brand new co-production arrives in Chichester to open our

season before travelling to Singapore.

Ages 8+

Director Daniel Evans
Puppetry Designer & Director Toby Olié
Set Designer Vicki Mortimer

Costume Designer Kinnetia Isidore

10



Lighting Designer Zoe Spurr

Video Designer Akhila Krishnan

lllusions Chris Fisher

Composer Oleta Haffner

Sound Designer Carolyn Downing

Choreographer & Movement Director Ira Mandela Siobhan
Puppetry Co-Designers Daisy Beattie & Seb Mayer
Casting Director Christopher Worrall CDG
Children’s Casting Director Verity Naughton CDG
Music Supervisor, Additional Orchestrations &
Arrangements Theo Jamieson

Music Director Math Roberts

Associate Director Louise Shepherd

Senior Associate Set Designer Matt Hellyer

Supported in research and development by The

Playwrights Fund

Family
Friendly

11



Events

The BFG Family Trail see page 45
Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53

Relaxed Performance see page 64
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Festival Theatre
24 April — 16 May

World Premiere

David Haig Hadley Fraser

Magic

By David Haig

“Exclude the impossible and what is left, however

improbable, must be the truth.”

Harry Houdini is the greatest illusionist the world has ever
known. Arthur Conan Doyle is the creator of literature’s

most brilliant detective, Sherlock Holmes.

Their mutual admiration blossoms into a profound
friendship, even as they discover a shared obsession with
spiritualism. Conan Doyle believes fervently in the psychic
world and the promise of reunion with his dead son;
Houdini is determined to demonstrate it's a cruel fraud.
Which of these sparring partners will be proved right: the

genius writer of fiction or the infallible magician?

13



Based on extraordinary historical events, ‘Magic’ asks

what we're prepared to believe, and why.

David Haig’s play ‘Pressure’ (in which he also starred)
premiered at Chichester in 2014 and went on to West End
and international success:; the movie will be released this
year. An award-winning actor whose many credits include
‘Yes Prime Minister’ and ‘Someone Who'll Watch Over
Me’ at Chichester, and on screen ‘Killing Eve’, ‘COBRA’,
‘Etoile’ and ‘Four Weddings and a Funeral’, David Haig will

also play Conan Doyle.

Hadley Fraser plays Houdini, returning to Chichester
where he last appeared in “The Deep Blue Sea’; his
London credits include ‘The Lehman Trilogy’, ‘2:22" and
‘City of Angels’.

Director Lucy Bailey returns to Chichester where her
previous work includes ‘The Other Boleyn Girl’ and
“Tonight at 8.30'.

14



Director Lucy Bailey

Designer Joanna Parker

Lighting Designer Aideen Malone
lllusion Designer John Bulleid
Composer Orlando Gough

Sound Designer Beth Duke

Video Designer Dick Straker
Movement Director Ayse Tashkiran
Fight Director Kate Waters

Casting Director Ginny Schiller CDG

Sponsored by Genesis Town Planning

Events

Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53
Theatre Day see page 55
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Minerva Theatre
8 May — 6 June

World Premiere

Eclipse

By John Morton

In the kitchen of an old Devon rectory, the daughter who
stayed and the son who moved away make conversation
with their current and former partners, the milkman, the
postman, the care workers. They talk about the weather,
the roads, the toaster, the bins. About anything except the
simmering tensions between them, as their father lies

mortally ill in the next room.

Until the unspoken emotions and conflicts of years boil

over.

‘Eclipse’ is a painfully funny, acute and delicate play about
our struggle to communicate, in the face of life and of

death. And our infinite capacity for drinking tea.

16



Writer and director John Morton’s award-winning TV
series include ‘People Like Us’, ‘Twenty Twenty Six’,

“Twenty Twelve’ and ‘W1A’; this is his first stage play.

Director John Morton

Designer Simon Higlett

Lighting Designer Emma Chapman
Sound Designer Ed Clarke

Casting Director Matilda James CDG

Associate Director Fiona Dunn

Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE

Events
Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53
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Festival Theatre
29 May — 20 June

World Premiere

Atonement

By lan McEwan
Adapted for the stage by Christopher Hampton

“I'll wait for you. Come back. Come back to me.”

On an English country estate during the blazing summer
of 1935, 13 year-old Briony Tallis withesses a passionate
scene between her elder sister Cecilia and the son of their
housekeeper, Robbie. In a disastrous desire for drama but
only a dim understanding of its impact, Briony makes an
accusation which will fatally alter Cecilia and Robbie’s
lives and many others too — for which she will spend the

rest of her life trying to atone.

Stretching from the 1930s through the Second World War

to the present day, lan McEwan’s dazzling masterpiece

18



was shortlisted for the Booker Prize and voted by Time
Magazine and the Guardian as one of the 100 greatest

novels of the past century.

This world premiere stage adaptation is by Christopher
Hampton, whose many plays and adaptations also include
‘The Philanthropist’ and ‘Les Liaisons Dangereuses’,
which won the Olivier and Evening Standard Awards for

Best Play.

Adam Penford, Artistic Director of Nottingham Playhouse
where his recent work includes James Graham’s award-
winning ‘Punch’, also in the West End and on Broadway,
makes a welcome return to Chichester following his 2023

production of “The Sound of Music'.

Director Adam Penford
Composer & Sound Designer Alexandra Faye Braithwaite
Movement & Intimacy Director Ben Wright

Casting Director Helena Palmer CDG

19



Events

Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53
Schools Theatre Day see page 71
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Minerva Theatre
12 June — 11 July

World Premiere

Geraldine James

45 Years

From the film by Andrew Haigh
Adapted for the stage by Hannah Patterson

“If she hadn’t died, if you had got to Italy — would you have

married her for real?”

Buried for decades, the body of a young woman is found
in the melting ice. A thousand miles and 45 years away...

a crack forms in the crystal of a marriage.

It's the week leading up to Kate and Geoff’'s wedding
anniversary and preparations for the party are in full
swing. As they choose the music for their first dance, a

letter from Switzerland quietly shatters their world.

Is the past another country? Or are the secrets in the attic

of our memory destined to return?

21



Adapted from Andrew Haigh's critically acclaimed 2015
film, ‘45 Years' is an achingly tense, intimate and moving

dance to the music of time.

Hannah Patterson’s plays include ‘Eden’ (Hampstead
Theatre) and ‘Playing With Grown Ups’ (Theatre503),
nominated for an OffWestEnd Award and the Susan Smith
Blackburn Award, which transferred to 59E59 in New
York.

Director Prasanna Puwanarajah makes his CFT debut; his
recent work includes “Twelfth Night’ at the RSC, for which
he won the 2025 UK Theatre Award for Best Director.

Geraldine James comes to Chichester for the first time in
her distinguished career to play Kate. Her innumerable TV
credits include ‘Back to Life’, ‘Silo’, “This Town’, ‘Dope
Girls’ and ‘The Jewel in the Crown’; recent stage roles
include ‘Creditors’ (Orange Tree) and ‘As You Like It’
(RSC).

22



Director Prasanna Puwanarajah
Designer James Cotterill

Lighting Designer Guy Hoare
Casting Director Matilda James CDG

Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE

Events
Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53
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Festival Theatre

6 July — 5 September

Lerner & Loewe’s

My Fair Lady

Book and Lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner

Music by Frederick Loewe

Adapted from George Bernard Shaw’s play and Gabriel
Pascal’s motion picture’ Pygmalion’

Original production directed and staged by Moss Hart

“You see this creature with her curb-stone English; the
English that will keep her in the gutter to the end of her
days? Well, sir, in six months | could pass her off as a

duchess at an Embassy Ball.”

Lerner & Loewe’s glorious, evergreen musical ‘My Fair
Lady’ — with an overflowing bouquet of ravishing songs
including “The Rain in Spain’, ‘| Could Have Danced All
Night’, ‘With a Little Bit of Luck’ and ‘Wouldn'’t It be
Loverly’ — has never before been produced at Chichester.

With its sparkling dialogue, brilliant lyrics, witty story and

24



gorgeous costumes, this 20th century masterpiece has

been described as the perfect musical.

Cockney Eliza Doolittle scrapes a living selling flowers on
the streets of London. Her dream of being a lady in a
florist’s shop is out of reach unless she can speak ‘proper
English’. So when she encounters Henry Higgins, a
professor of phonetics, she seizes the chance to transform
her life. Higgins blithely takes on a bet to turn the woman
he dismisses as a “squashed cabbage leaf” into a high
society paragon. But his impulsive wager becomes a

journey of discovery for both him and Eliza.

Lerner & Loewe’s multi award-winning musical broke
Broadway records when it opened in 1956 and was
adapted into the 1964 Oscar-winning film. This brand-new
production is directed by Rachel Kavanaugh (“The Music
Man’, ‘Shadowlands’, ‘Half a Sixpence’) with set and
costumes by Peter McKintosh (“Top Hat’, ‘South Pacific’,
‘Shadowlands’) and choreography by Stephen Mear
(‘Gypsy’, ‘Mack & Mabel’, ‘Kiss Me Kate’).

25



Director Rachel Kavanaugh

Set & Costume Designer Peter McKintosh
Choreographer Stephen Mear

Musical Supervisor Stephen Ridley
Musical Director Cat Beveridge

Lighting Designer Howard Harrison
Sound Designer lan Dickinson

Casting Director Stuart Burt CDG

Sponsored by Bennett Griffin

Greenwood Wealth Solutions

Events
Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53

Relaxed Performance see page 64
Dementia Friendly Performance see page 64

Summer Gala see page 59

By arrangement with Music Theatre International
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Minerva Theatre
18 July — 15 August

World Premiere

Atlantis

By Emily White

“This government isn’t gonna take action until the river

Thames is lapping at their f***ing doorstep!”

In a small coastal village in Wales, Bryn and Gwen learn
they will be forced to abandon their cherished home in the
face of rising seawater. Their crisis rekindles Gwen’s
crusading spirit, cradled at the Greenham Common
protests in the 1980s — a commitment inherited by her
granddaughter Rhiannon. But as the years pass, their
passionate activism threatens to divide mother from
daughter, sister from brother, husband from wife.

Emily White’s lyrical, deeply touching and thought-
provoking play, winner of the George Devine Award,
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follows four generations as they discover the cost of

saving their home — and the planet.

Director Guy Jones (‘Blackout Songs’ Hampstead, ‘O,
Island!” RSC) makes his Chichester debut.

Director Guy Jones

Designer Frankie Bradshaw

Lighting Designer Joshua Pharo
Composer & Sound Designer Holly Khan
Movement Director Jess Williams
Casting Director Sophie Parrott CDG
Children’s Casting Keston and Keston

A co-production with Theatr Clwyd
Sponsored by ITD Consultants

Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE

Events

Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53
Theatre Day see page 55

In Conversation... The Climate Crisis see page 60
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Minerva Theatre

21 August — 12 September
World Premiere

Priyanga Burford

a small and quiet
light

By Stephanie Street

“The current lifespan of an operator is six weeks. That's
the most we can hope for your time out there.”

October 1943. In a small office on the Avenue Foch in
Paris, a Gestapo interrogator is questioning a young
woman who has been known by many different names:
Babuli, Jeanne-Marie, Nora, Madeleine.

As one of the secret agents of Britain's Special Operations
Executive — and the first female radio operator to be sent
undercover into France — she has evaded capture far
longer than most. But now she has been betrayed.

29



As she faces the fate she has dreaded so long, memories
crowd in — a beloved father, a thwarted lover, a gruelling
journey to war, and an endless longing for her childhood
piano. What has led her here?

‘a small and quiet light’ is based on the life of Noor-un-
Nissa Inayat Khan (1914-1944), an extraordinarily
courageous woman who paid the ultimate price for her
heroic fight against fascism.

Stephanie Street’s plays include ‘The Reluctant
Fundamentalist’ and ‘Sisters’; as an actor, her Chichester
credits include ‘Our Generation’ and ‘Quiz’.

Priyanga Burford (‘The Vortex’ CFT, ‘An Enemy of the
People’ West End — Olivier nomination, ‘Steeltown
Murders’) plays Noor.

Diyan Zora (‘Mom, How Did You Meet The Beatles?’ CFT,
English RSC — Olivier Award nomination) co-directs with
Elin Schofield (‘Scissors’ Sheffield — UK Theatre Award).
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Co-Director Diyan Zora

Co-Director Elin Schofield

Designer Anna Yates

Sound Designer Tingying Dong
Casting Director Jacob Sparrow CDG

A co-production with Orange Tree Theatre

Consultant Producer Priyanga Burford (Dawn Chorus

Films)

Sponsored by Wiley
Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE

Supported in research and development The Playwrights
Fund

Events

Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53
Theatre Day see page 55
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Festival Theatre
18 September — 17 October

A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

By William Shakespeare

“Lord, what fools these mortals be!”

Join us in the exuberant, enchanted world of
Shakespeare’s magical comedy ‘A Midsummer Night's
Dream’.

Artistic Director Justin Audibert follows ‘Hamlet’ and his
hugely popular Festival Theatre production of ‘Redlands’,
turning from the rock ‘n’ roll of the 1960s to the Sussex
raves of the 1990s for this riotously entertaining new
production, co-directed with Hannah Joss (‘Choir’).

Kicking back against the rules imposed by their stuffy
elders, four spirited young lovers take off to a forest

32



thronged with mischievous creatures who march to a
different beat.

But the king and queen of the fairies are at loggerheads,
and psychedelic potions create startling transformations.
For a bunch of budding actors, staging a play proves more
of a headache than they bargained for. As traditional
values go head to head with hedonism and freedom,
amidst a whirl of conflicting desires, how will this madcap
night of revels end?

Comedian and satirist Munya Chawawa makes his
theatrical debut as Bottom.

Jemima Rooper (“The Norman Conquests’ CFT, ‘One Man
Two Guvnors’, ‘Geek Girl’) plays Titania.

Co-Director Justin Audibert

Co-Director Hannah Joss

Set Designer Joanna Scotcher

Costume Designer Ryan Dawson Laight

Composer & Sound Designer Alexandra Faye Braithwaite
Casting Director Matilda James CDG

33



Sponsored by The Portsmouth Gramma School

Events
Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53

Experience Weekend see page 56

Schools Theatre Day see page 71
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Minerva Theatre
26 September — 17 October

World Premiere

Antigone Exits

By Nina Segal

“You can’t leave a body —
Leave your brother’s body —

Leave it there, like that -~

Antigone’s brother has died in a bloody civil war. The king
— her uncle — has forbidden anyone to bury the body.

Antigone is going to bury the body anyway.

Twenty-five centuries after Antigone, seven performers
gather to re-tell the tale of what is buried and what comes
of it. Ancient Greece crashes into the contemporary, as
Sophocles’ classic tragedy shines a scorching light onto

our current world.

35



Nina Segal’s modern adaptation brings ‘Antigone’ blazing
into the present day. Her previous work includes ‘Cow |
Deer’ (Royal Court), ‘We Are The Lucky Ones’ (Dutch
National Opera) and ‘Shooting Hedda Gabler’ (Rose
Theatre).

Jeff James directs; his recent directing work includes
‘Shooting Hedda Gabler’ at the Rose Theatre and his own
adaptations of ‘Persuasion’ at the Manchester Royal
Exchange and ‘Winter’s Tal’e at the Dailes Theatre,

Latvia.

Director Jeff James

Designer Alex Lowde

Sponsored by Bishops Printers
Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE

Supported in research and development The Playwrights
Fund
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Events

Directors and Post-Show Talks see pages 52-53
Schools Theatre Day see page 71
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Minerva Theatre
5 - 27 December

Hey! Christmas Tree

Written by Vicki Berwick
From a poem by Michael Morpurgo

Music and Lyrics by Eamonn O’'Dwyer

Enchanting, funny and heart-warming, this festive story
about the importance of finding friendship and somewhere
to call home, created especially for Chichester Festival
Theatre by Michael Morpurgo, returns to the Minerva

following its hugely popular 2024 premiere.

Tree is rescued from the forest on Christmas Eve by
Mavis, the motorbiking park ranger, who lives with her
cheeky cat Winston and 9-year-old Yulia, who doesn’t

want to talk and is a long way from home.

Tree has never had Christmas before and isn’t sure about
all the decorations he has to wear. But he meets Father

Christmas and the Snow Woman, and with Yulia to care
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for him, he starts to dance. The seasons come and go,
Tree grows taller, and soon Christmas comes around once
again. And alongside the gifts in their stockings is the best

present of all.

Inspired by Michael Morpurgo’s book of poems ‘My Heart
Was a Tree’, and written for the stage by Vicki Berwick, it's

a perfect first festive theatre trip for 3 to 7 year olds.

Dale Rooks, whose Chichester productions include ‘The
Butterfly Lion’, ‘Running Wild’ and ‘A Boy Called

Christmas’, directs.

Ages 3 -7

“Something of a Christmas miracle... utterly enchanting. A

wonderful Christmas treat” In Common

“Imaginative, energetic, warm, funny” Daily Telegraph

Director Dale Rooks
Designer Lily Arnold
Lighting Designer James Whiteside
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Sound Designer Andy Graham
Video Designer Dan Hill

Movement Director Georgina Lamb
Casting Annelie Powell CDG

Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE

Family
Friendly

Events

Relaxed Performance see page 64
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Festival Theatre
14 — 30 December

Chichester Festival Youth Theatre

Stiles & Drewe’s

Peter Pan
A musical adventure

Music by George Stiles

Lyrics by Anthony Drewe

In a new version by Anthony Drewe

Based on the book by Willis Hall

Adapted from J.M. Barrie’s original play with permission

from Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children

“Second star to the right, and then straight on until

morning.”

One of the most beloved stories of all time, in a wonderful

version with songs by Stiles & Drewe (‘Honk!’, ‘The Three
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Little Pigs’, ‘Half a Sixpence’), ‘Peter Pan’ is the perfect

Christmas show for all the family.

Join Chichester Festival Youth Theatre in this magical and
exciting tale about the three Darling children — Wendy,
John and Michael — whose world changes when a boy
who doesn’t want to grow up flies into their London

bedroom, and teaches them how to take wing themselves.

And so begins an awfully big adventure more deliciously
dangerous and thrilling than they could ever have
imagined. Reaching the island of Never Land, they meet
the cheeky fairy Tinker Bell, quarrelsome Lost Boys,
mysterious mermaids, rapscallion pirates and, of course,

the elegant and menacing Captain Hook...!

An unmissable, classic musical adaptation presented by
our multi-talented Youth Theatre, supported by a full

professional creative team.

Ages 7+

42



“Here in Sussex the real annual treat is the Christmas
show performed by our own Chichester Festival Youth

Theatre” Sussex Newspapers, 2025

Sponsored by Chichester College

Events

Relaxed Performance see page 64

By arrangement with Music Theatre International
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For Families

Experience theatre together

For Families

EN

We are a proud member of the Family Arts Standard

Pop Up Family Fun

Thursday & Saturday mornings during term time, 9am-
12noon

Festival Theatre Foyer

Free

Ages 0-4 and siblings

Our extended family spaces offer tiny tots room to play
while the grown-ups relax and reconnect with

refreshments available from our Café on the Park.
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The BFG Family Trail

28 March — 11 April
Chichester City Centre
Free

For all the family

Join Chichester BID’s phizz-whizzing trail inspired by
Roald Dahl’s ‘The BFG’, free to explore throughout the
Easter break. Complete the puzzle and enter a prize draw
to win a £50 CFT Voucher and Roald Dahl goodies.

Creation Station
8 April & 26 October, 10am & 11am

Festival Theatre Foyer

£8 children, adults free
Ages 2 — 11

Creation Station’s fun sessions help children explore,
discover, develop and unleash the unique wonder within.
Book direct with Creation Station at

thecreationstation.co.uk
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Rabbit & Rey and The Lost
Things

23 May, 1.30pm & 4.30pm

The Nest

£8
Ages 3+

Stuff and Nonsense present a brilliantly bonkers comedy
for families with curious minds and big hearts, and for

everyone who’s ever felt a little out of step.

Roman Shield Making with Mrs
Blossom Makes

26 May, 9.30am
Steven Pimlott Building
£10

Ages 8-12

Unleash your inner gladiator for Roman Week and craft

your very own Centurion shield.
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The BRICK People

27 May, 10am, 11.30am, 1pm, 2.30pm, 4pm
Festival Theatre Foyer

£8

Ages 2+

This family favourite returns! Build mosaics and towers,
take part in speed challenges, and get your name on the
leaderboard. Plus loads of LEGO® and amazing creations.

SHELF — The Kids Show 2

The Power of Two

28 May, 1pm
The Nest

£8

Ages 5+

Award-winning comedy double act Rachel and Ruby bring
their sketch show for kids to The Nest. It's double the
funny, double the silly, double the sketch and it’s fun for
children, their adults, and any ghosts or pigeons that
wander in.
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evim [my home]
29 May, 11am, 12.30pm & 3pm
The Nest

£8
Ages 2-7

A magical intro to dance using captivating movement and
music inspired by Sufi mystic and nomad Rumi — and the
mesmerising whirling dervishes in this non-verbal, sensory

show.

Comedy Club 4 Kids

24 July, 1pm
Minerva Theatre
£14 adults, £7 U16s
Ages 6+

Cracking entertainment for families with the best
comedians, sketch acts and cabaret stars... just without
the rude bits! “A highlight for children with the fun, rowdy

feel of a real comedy club” Guardian
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Storytime Saturdays

25 July, 1 & 8 August, 10am
Festival Theatre Foyer

Free
Ages 3-8

Discover new and classic tales read aloud, then explore

the characters and stories through play.

After Party

25 September, 11am & 2.30pm
The Nest

£20 adult and child

Ages 0-2

Inspired by the very young and their gift for turning the
world upside down, HurlyBurly’s ‘After Party’ is a 90-
minute immersive ritual of music and storytelling for this

first, wild chapter of life.
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MakeBeth

Dates to be announced
Ages 7-11

A playful, craft-along retelling of Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’
for families and young audience where you get to make-
along in this cardBARD classic. In partnership with
Cardboard Adventures, Shakespeare’s Globe and Leeds
Playhouse.

We’'ll also be running a week of ‘MakeBeth’ schools

workshops. To find out more visit cft.org.uk/schools
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From script to
spotlight

Ever wondered how we make our most unforgettable on-
stage moments? Meet the directors of Festival 2026 as
they share their side of the creative story in our Directors

Talks. Hosted by special guests throughout the year,

including bestselling author of ‘Labyrinth’ Kate Mosse.

Left with even more questions after the show? Join cast
and creatives in our Post-Show Talks for your chance to

ask about the process and everything behind the scenes.

Directors and Post-Show Talks are sponsored by Irwin
Mitchell.
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Directors Talks

Free, but booking is essential

11 March, 5.15pm ‘The BFG’, Daniel Evans

4 May, 5.45pm ‘Magic’, Lucy Bailey

13 May, 5.30pm ‘Eclipse’, John Morton

2 June, 5.45pm ‘Atonement’, Adam Penford

17 June, 5.30pm '45 Years’, Prasanna Puwanarajah
14 July, 5.45pm ‘My Fair Lady’, Rachel Kavanaugh
21 July, 5.30pm ‘Atlantis’, Guy Jones

26 August, 5.30pm ‘a small and quiet light’, Diyan Zora &
Elin Schofield

23 September, 5.45pm ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’,
Justin Audibert & Hannah Joss

30 September, 5.30pm ‘Antigone Exits’, Jeff James
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Post-Show Talks

Free, stay in your seat after the show

27 March ‘The BFG’

15 May ‘Magic’

29 May ‘Eclipse’

9 June ‘Atonement’

10 July ‘45 years’

12 August ‘Atlantis’

21 August ‘My Fair Lady’

11 September ‘a small and quiet light’
9 October ‘Antigone Exits’

16 October ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream
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Backstage Tours and Family
Backstage Tours

Various dates, see Diary pages 91-140
£14 / £5 for U16s & Prologue members

Our 75-minute tours are perfect for theatre lovers, curious
minds and anyone who has dreamed of stepping out on
the Festival Theatre stage. From prop tables to lighting
booths, this is your chance to explore the parts of CFT that
usually go unseen. To book a private of group tour email

tours@cft.org.uk
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Theatre Days

£14 | £5 for Prologue members (plus optional show ticket)

Uncover the magic beyond the stage and meet the
creative and technical teams who make it happen through
90 minutes of live demonstrations and engaging
discussions. For the ultimate experience, pair with a

matinee performance.

14 May, 10.30am ‘Magic’
11 August, 10.30am ‘Atlantis’
2 September, 10.30am ‘a small and quiet light’
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‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’
Experience Weekend

10 & 11 October
Steven Pimlott Building
£120

Ages 18+

Immerse yourself in the Dream-world in this hands-on,
two-day experience featuring an exclusive tour,
discussions and a masterclass with our creative team.

Includes a matinee ticket.
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Events

International Women'’s Day

6 March
Festival Theatre Foyer

Free

We'll be spending IWD celebrating women in the Arts

through discussion, performance and workshops.

Backroom Gig
27 March, 8pm

Minerva Bar
£10

The Backroom Gig is back with a night of live and original

music from some of the best musical talent Chichester has

to offer. Standing room only.
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Luke Brown Company present
Walk of the Dandelion

6 June from 10am
Chichester City Centre
Free

Join us to mark Green Week! Meet Daniel, an 8ft, ethereal
puppet, as he gently roams from Chichester Cathedral
Green along North Street to CFT. A symbol of resilience
and hope, Daniel will be gifting dandelions — each with a
message of positivity — offering heartfelt encounters and a
magical experience for all ages.

In partnership with Culture Spark.

Summer Sessions

Fri eves 10 July-21 August
Oaklands Park
Free

Whether you're here for a show or just looking to soak up
live music on a sunny evening in Chichester, grab a drink
and meet us on Oaklands Park for these free sessions.
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CFT Gala ‘My Fair Lady’

28 August, 6.30pm
Festival Theatre
From £15, including a glass of fizz

Packages including post-show dinner from £295pp

Wouldn't it be loverly to join us for an evening of glitz and
glam? Get dressed up and grab a glass of fizz at our
charity gala performance of ‘My Fair Lady’. This is your
chance to celebrate with us, have your picture snapped
and enjoy some live music before the show, all while
supporting our charitable work. Proceeds will be
supporting our Stage the Future campaign (see page 62)

and will help us nurture tomorrow’s talent.

Fancy joining the cast for dinner and drinks? Email
summergala@cft.org.uk to find out more about our

exclusive event with the company after the show.
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Murder Mystery Death Rehearsal

1 May, 8.30pm

Minerva Bar

£35 (including charcuterie board*)
*vegan option available

Meet the cast for ‘Saddle Up Sweetheart: A New Musical’
in their final rehearsal. A murder occurs and it's up to you
to investigate. Expect songs, silliness and immersive
sleuthing.

In Conversation...

The Climate Crisis

28 July, 5pm
Minerva Theatre
£12

Join us for this panel discussion inspired by our co-
production with Theatr Clwyd, ‘Atlantis’. Guests to be
confirmed.
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InterGen Collective

Dates to be announced

Our new InterGen Collective invites you to their debut
performance: a devised piece on the meaning of family,
born from collaboration between seasoned theatre-makers
and an ensemble of all ages from across our LEAP

programme.

Auditions for this company will take place in Spring 2026.

Email leap@cft.org.uk for more information.
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Stage the Future

Inspiring the next generation of theatre-makers

We believe the future of theatre begins today — with
people who dream of lighting up the stage, creating
powerful stories, or bringing productions to life behind the

Scenes.

Stage the Future is our campaign to raise vital funds to
nurture tomorrow’s talent and open doors for people from
all backgrounds who wish to pursue careers in the creative

industries.

Your gift could help a theatre-maker to develop their first
production, support an apprentice gaining technical skills

for life, or inspire a new director to find their creative voice.

Every donation directly helps people achieve their
ambitions and keeps the magic of theatre alive for

generations to come.
cft.org.uk/support-us

01243 812915
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Everyone’s welcome

¥

We're committed to making every visit accessible and

welcoming for all. Our range of Access services and
tailored performances aim to remove barriers that might

stop you from enjoying the theatre you love.

If you need any further support, don’t hesitate to contact

us.

For audio versions of this large print brochure, seating
plans, online booking guides and a full schedule of our
access performances, head to cft.org.uk/access or call
01243 781312.

“The Relaxed Performance suited our needs perfectly and
we salute CFT for being so inclusive and respectful”

Audience Member, Relaxed Performance
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Relaxed Performances

Sponsored by Wates Development

If you would benefit from a more laid-back environment,
particularly if you are an autistic or neurodivergent person
or have a learning disability — our Relaxed Performances
are for you. cft.org.uk/relaxed-performances

31 March, 2pm ‘The BFG’, £15

1 September, 2.30pm ‘My Fair Lady’, £15

9 December, 10.30am ‘Hey! Christmas Tree’, £10/£15
30 December, 2pm ‘Peter Pan). £10/£15

Dementia Friendly Performance

Sponsored by George Ide LLP

This performance features minor adjustments to the sound
and lighting levels. Staff will be on-hand to ensure a
welcoming atmosphere for people living with dementia.
cft.org.uk/dementia-friendly

29 July, 2.30pm ‘My Fair Lady’, £15
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CFT Buddies

Our free companion service is here to make you feel more
comfortable and supported on your visit. Whether it’s for a
performance, talk, tour or workshop. Buddies are available
to anyone who would like one. We now have transport

support available too.
Find out more at cft.org.uk/Buddies

To request a Buddy, speak to one of our friendly Box
Office team on 01243 781312 or email access@cft.org.uk

“CFT Buddies is a splendid idea. | had stopped visited
because | felt vulnerable in crowds but now my journey
into the auditorium feels safe, easy and a pleasure”

Audience Member, Buddies Scheme user
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Join our free Access List
membership

If you have specific access requirements, sign up to our
Access List for free so we can provide you with assistance
tailored to your needs. Plus, you may b able to benefit
from our Access discount. To find out more visit

cft.org.uk/access-list
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Get creative

Whatever your age or ability, why not give it a try? Our
work in the community is delivered by our incredible
Learning, Education and Participation team (LEAP for
short!) who work tirelessly to break down barriers and
ensure that everyone can experience the joy of theatre. To
find out more about our bursary scheme, get in touch with

us at leap@cft.org.uk
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Early Years

Mini Makers & Shakers

Tuesday & Wednesday during term time
£60 per term, bursaries available
Steven Pimlott Building

Ages 0 -4

Take park in lively weekly classes where your little one
can try fun and creative activities and make new friends.

cft.org.uk/mini-makers

Mini Movers — Tuesday, 9.30am

Once Upon A... Role Play Time! — Tuesday, 10.45am
Boogie with Baby — Wednesday, 9.40am

Melody Circle - Wednesday, 1.15pm
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Little Notes

Thursdays during term time
Steven Pimlott Building
Prices vary per term

Ages 0-4

Join your little one on a musical adventure to explore
sounds, shapes, rhymes and rhythms in a joyful, friendly
environment. Classes are led by classically-trained opera

singer and musician Mark Bradbury. cft.org.uk/little-notes
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Chichester Festival Youth
Theatre

Looking to explore your creativity, have fun and be
yourself? CFYT is for you! In weekly drama, dance,
singing, musical theatre and technical theatre workshops,
available across West Sussex and Portsmouth, you'll
discover skills you didn’'t know you had, make friends and
“laugh until your sides hurt™ (*direct quote from a

member)

Our groups for young people with additional needs run on
Wednesdays in Horsham and Fridays in Chichester. Find
your group and be part of something amazing at

cft.org.uk/cfyt
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Schools and Education Groups

Whether you're exploring themes in one of our shows or
discovering the world of performance, your students will
return to school feeling empowered, inspired and

brimming with creative ideas.

Discover more at cft.org.uk/schools

Schools Theatre Days

£15 per student including a ticket for the show

Discover engaging workshops at our insightful Theatre
Days, designed to complement the productions on our
stages. Together we dive deeper into the text and
technical elements of the performances, to support

student engagement and learning.

19 June ‘Atonement’
29 September & 1 October ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’
8 October ‘Antigone Exits’
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Performing Poetry

Power & Conflict Anthology
2 October, 10am
Festival Theatre

£5 per pupil, groups of 30+ £3 per pupil

Experience GCSE anthology poems, spoken and
performed aloud by local actors. Our guest examiner will
offer critical analysis to build student engagement,
comprehension and cultural capital through the live

performance.
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Community classes

Discover more at cft.org.uk/get-creative

Get Into It!
Monday in Chichester

£100 per term, bursaries available

Have a go at acting, singing or dancing in a supportive
environment. Learn new skills and socialise in weekly
workshops with no previous experience or auditions

required.

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

Companies

Wednesdays in Horsham, Thursday in Littlehampton,
Friday in Chichester

£80 per term, bursaries available

Fun, supportive opportunities for adults aged 25+ with
learning disabilities who would like to develop their artistic,

personal and social skills.
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The Nest

Powered by CFT
Your new go-to venue for something a bit different.

Music, comedy, theatre and a whole lot more. Experience
the best fringe and small-scale work from around the UK,
including hits from the Edinburgh and Brighton Fringe
festivals, and London’s Off-West End venues.

In the short time it's been open, more than 60
performances have taken place — from stand-up
comedians to The Greatest Card Magician in the World, a
Funny Mummy to a football fan with a flare up his arse!
And we’re just getting started.

It's also home to our regular Creative Conversations
series, Open Mic Nights, Scratch Nights and our Future
Theatre Makers Festival showcasing the fantastic work of
our Artist Development cohort.

It's a space for the talent of tomorrow to develop new work
and refine exciting ideas and your chance to catch the
next big thing.

So why not give it a try and see what’s next in The Nest.

thenest.cft.org.uk
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6 March, 8pm — Clean Slate

11 April — Music at The Nest — Will Rendle
18 April, 8pm — Blubber

7 & 8 May — All The Happy Things

15 May, 8pm — Anyone for Tennis
Monthly Events — Comedy at The Nest

There’s even something for our fledgling fringe fans, check

out our family shows in The Nest on pages 47 and 49
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Chichester Festival Theatre

In London and on
tour

‘Oliver!” Booking until 4 October 2026, Gielgud Theatre

John le Carré’s ‘The Spy Who Came In From The Cold’
until Feb 2026, @sohoplace. On tour until August 2026

Irving Berlin’s “Top Hat’ on tour until April 2026

‘The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry’ until 18 April 2026,
Theatre Royal Haymarket

‘Shadowlands’ until 9 May 2026, Aldwych Theatre

‘Marie and Rosetta’ 28 February-11 April 2026,
@sohoplace
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The Festival
Experience

Turn your trip to CFT into a full experience with delicious
food from our partners, Caper & Berry. Whether you're
celebrating, catching up or simply treating yourself, we've

got you covered.

Food and drink

The Brasserie

Dine in The Brasserie for a standout experience inspired
by the best local produce. Carefully curated two-and three-
course menus turn a theatre trip into something truly

special.

Minerva Bar

If you're in the mood for something more casual the
Minerva Bar is the right place to be. Enjoy light bites
including freshly made pizzas, a well-stocked bar and
relaxed seating overlooking the beautiful surroundings of
Oaklands Park.
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Café on the Park

Café on the Park offers a bright, welcoming space for
everyone: families, friends and well-behaved dogs. Drop in
for expertly brewed coffee, homemade bakes, light
lunches and a wide choice of drinks, perfect for refuelling

at any time of day.

Festival Theatre Bar

Over in the Festival Theatre Bar, you'll find a fantastic
range of drinks ready to enjoy before the show or during

the interval.

Pre-Order Interval Drinks

To make the most of your time, pre-order interval drinks
before the performance begins or via our app and collect

them at the bar.

Foyer Café

For busy Festival Theatre performances, the Foyer Café is
also open, offering an extra spot to grab a drink or snack

and beat the queues.
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Getting here

Find detailed maps and information about your visit at
cft.org.uk/getting-here

Chichester Festival Theatre, Oaklands Park, Chichester,
PO16 6AP

Hop on board the Theatre Bus

The ‘CFT Theatre Bus’, in partnership with Community
Transport Sussex and the Pagham and District Residents
Association, returns for Festival 2026; helping to reduce
transport challenges and enable more people to see our
shows.

Visit cft.org.uk/theatre-bus for more information and to
book your space.

Coming by public transport?

Chichester is linked by rail to London Victoria, Brighton,
Portsmouth and Southampton (change at nearby Havant
for London Waterloo). Local bus services are provided by

stagecoachbus.com
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Bringing a coach group?

Drop off outside of the Festival Theatre and there’s a
coach park in Via Ravenna.

Cycling in?

There’s space for 26 bicycles at our bike park just off
Broyle Road. Check out the local cycle network at

chichester.gov.uk/cycling

Car-pooling with friends?

Northgate pay and display car park is on our doorstep
(parking is free after 8pm). Matinee days are particularly
busy so allow plenty of time. chichester.gov.uk/carparks

Blue Badge holder?

You can park anywhere in Northgate car park free of
charge and there are nine non-reservable spaces close to
the Theatre entrance. If needed you can drop off in front of
the Theatre before finding a space, just make sure you
enter the site via our access road off Broyle Road.
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A Chichester quirk

On Sunday 18 October the car park closes at 6am in
preparation for the annual Sloe Fair and will remain closed

until midday on Wednesday 21 October.
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Booking information
and top tips

Here’s all the need-to-know information when making your

season booking.

Visit our website

The ‘Prices & Info’ tab on each show page will always

have the most up to date prices and availability.

If you have any trouble accessing our website, don’t
hesitate to contact our friendly Box Office team on 01243
781312 or box.office@cft.org.uk

Book early!

Our cheapest seats go quickly, certain performances are
very popular and ticket prices are subject to change — so
make sure you get in early to secure the seats you want.
On sale prices are guaranteed until 4 March 2026 and are

then subject to change.
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Become a supporter

With a range of levels to choose from, you can support the
theatre you love and enjoy benefits like priority booking

and exclusive Season Saver discounts.

Season Savers

Supporters Season Saver

Available to all Supporters and Friends level and above,

on full price tickets, until 4 March.

Book for 4+ shows 20% off
Book for 6+ shows 25% off

General Season Saver

Available to anyone throughout the Festival season on full

price tickets

Book for 3+ shows 10% off

83



Prologue Season Saver

Book for 3+ shows get one free (available on Prologue

seats until 4 March)

Season saver discounts apply when you book the same
number of seats for three or more shows at the same time,
up to four tickets per production or two per production for

Prologue tickets. T&Cs apply see pages 89-90.

Family tickets
Up to four Under 16s get half price tickets with every Full

Price ticket (excludes Saturday evenings). Make sure you
select Under 16s as the ‘ticket type’ for children and the
discount will be automatically applied in the basket on

qualifying orders.
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Group offers

Organising a trip for all your friends? Don'’t forget about
our group discounts:

Groups 8+ Mon and Tue
Festival Theatre £30 per ticket (£35 for ‘My Fair Lady’)
Minerva Theatre £29 per ticket

Groups 8+ Wed — Fri £5 off each ticket

Groups 40+ Wed — Fri £8 off each ticket, plus a £5 ticket
for the group organiser.

‘Peter Pan’ and ‘Hey! Christmas Tree’ 8+ 10% off

Schools, colleges and education

groups
Groups of 10+ get £10 tickets plus one free teacher ticket

(Mon — Fri). To book, email schools@cft.org.uk or call
01243 8129009.
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Access discount

You can claim a 50% discount for you and an essential
companion if you require one. Sign up for free at
cft.org.uk/access

Aged 16-307?

Become a Prologue member

If you're under 30, register for our free membership
scheme to access tickets from £5 for all productions,
shows in our new venue The Nest and many events
throughout the season.

Choose the right ticket type

When booking online make sure you select the right ticket
type. Season Saver offers, Supporter discounts and Group
offers are applied automatically to qualifying full price
tickets (top three prices in the Festival Theatre and top two
prices in the Minerva Theatre — see T&Cs on pages 89-90.
For exclusions) and can’t be used alongside a concession
(Over 60s or Under 16s). Only one discount applies to any
ticket. Discounts are outlined before you check out so
make sure to double check them!
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Booking dates

Directors Circle, Artists Circle, Season Circle
and Ovation Supporters

Online booking opens Tuesday 17 February, 9am

Encore supporters

Online booking opens Wednesday 18 February, 9am

Applause supporters

Online booking opens Thursday 19 February, 9am

Champions and Friends
Online booking opens Saturday 21 February, 9am
Phone and in person booking opens Tuesday 24

February, 10am

Schools and Groups

Booking opens Thursday 26 February, 10am

General
Online booking opens Saturday 28 February, 9am
Phone and in person booking opens Tuesday 3 March,

10am
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Box Office

01243 781312
box.office@cft.org.uk

Monday — Saturday 10am — 8pm (6pm when no evening
performance). Only open on Sundays two hours before

the start time of a performance.

Payment Cards

MasterCard and Visa

E-tickets
Your tickets will be sent by email. If there’s a mobile
number on your account, we’ll also text your tickets to you

on the day of the performance.

Ticket Exchanges

Tickets are non-refundable but you can change the date to
another performance if you contact the Box Office at least
48 hours before the original performance, subject to
availability. There is a £2 exchange fee per ticket (unless

included in your supporter benefits**). **see page 90
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T&Cs

All discounts apply to the top three prices in the Festival
Theatre, and top two prices in the Minerva Theatre,
excluding Previews, Press Nights, Gala performances,

Dementia Friendly and Relaxed Performances.

Only one reduction applies per ticket, all discounts are
subject to availability and at the discretion of the Box
Office.

Season saver and Family tickets must be booked and paid

for in a single transaction.
ID may be required for certain discounts and events.

Latecomers and re-admittance to the auditorium may not
be allowed or may only be permitted during a convenient

break in the performance.

Children under 14 must be accompanied by, and seated
with, an adult. Children under four, including babes in
arms, will not be admitted unless the event is advertised

as a Family Friendly show.
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Season saver discounts exclude the Summer Gala, ‘Hey!

Christmas Tree’ and ‘Peter Pan’.

Tickets are non-refundable. We reserve the right to
change pricing and discounts and make changes to the

programme if necessary.

For full terms and conditions go to cft.org.uk/terms

**Friends receive two free exchanges per year, further

exchanges £1 per ticket.
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Diary Festival Theatre Minerva Theatre Events

Sun 14

Mon 15 45 Years, P 7.15pm

Tue 16 |Atonement, 2.30pm
Atonement, 7.30pm 45 Years, P 7.15pm

Wed 17 | Atonement, 2.30pm Directors Talk: 45
Atonement, CAP 7.30pm |45 Years, 7.15pm vears, 5.30pm, MT

Thu 18 |Atonement, 7.30pm 45 Years, PN 7pm

Frii 19 | Atonement, AD 2.30pm Schools Theatre Day:

Atonement, 7.30pm

45 Years, 7.15pm

Atonement, 10.30am,
FT
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Our Supporters 2025

Principal Sponsors

Bennett Griffin Solicitors
Chichester College

Genesis Town Planning

George Ide LLP Solicitors
Goodwood

Greenwood Wealth Solutions
Irwin Mitchell

The Portsmouth Grammar School
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars

Trinity Bridge

Wates Developments

Wiley

Prof. E.F. Juniper and Mrs Jilly Styles

Spotlight Sponsors

Bishops Printers
Chichester Harbour Hotel

Chichester Observer
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Cl Optometrists
Gusbourne
itd Consultants

Vitale Care

Minerva Season Principal
Charles Holloway OBE

Directors Circle

Clive and Frances Coward
Mrs Veronica J Dukes
Melanie Edge

Sir Vernon Ellis

Huw Evans

Sandy and Mark Foster
Angela and Uri Greenwood
The Heller Family

Chris and Carolyn Hughes
Liz Juniper

Jonathan and Clare Lubran

James and Anne McMeehan Roberts
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Elizabeth Miles

Denise Patterson DL

David Shalit MBE and Sophie Shalit
Howard Thompson

And two anonymous supporters

Artists Circle

John and Joan Adams
Deborah Alun-Jones

Philip Berry

Pippa, Lady Blake

lan and Jan Carroll

John and Sue Coldstream
Yvonne and John Dean

Nick and Lalli Draper

Steve and Sheila Evans
George Galazka

Jacqueline and Jonathan Gestetner
Dennis Harrison

Gillian Hooker

Jerome and Elizabeth O'Hea
Anita Oldham
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Mr and Mrs Gordon Owen

Stuart and Carolyn Popham

Judith Porter

John and Ann Shapiro

Mr Jeremy Shaw and Dr Linda Shaw OBE
Greg and Katherine Slay

Christine and Dave Smithers

Bryan Warnett

Ernest Yelf

And three anonymous supporters

Trusts and Foundations

The Aldama Foundation

The Dementia Trust

Dora Green Educational Trust

The Dorus Trust

Elizabeth, Lady Cowdray’s Charity Trust
Epigoni Trust

The Foyle Foundation

The G D Charitable Trust

The Mackintosh Foundation

The Maurice Marshal Preference Trust
The MH Charitable Trust
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Miss PM Major Charitable Settlement

The National Lottery Heritage Fund

Nationwide

Noél Coward Foundation

The Patricia Routledge Foundation

Peacock Charitable Trust

Salomon Oppenheimer Philanthropic Foundation
Theatre Artists Fund

Wickens Family Foundation

And one anonymous supporter

...and all those who also support our charitable work
including those who wish to remain anonymous. Thank

you for your incredible support!
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Chichester Festival Theatre
Oaklands Park

Chichester

West Sussex PO19 6AP

01243 781312
cft.org.uk

Follow us on social media
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